
City of La Mirada

SUMMER 2012

La Mirada Plans Infrastructure Repairs

Valley View Avenue Grade 
Separation Groundbreaking

 La Mirada City officials attended the 
groundbreaking for a street and rail im-
provement project to replace the existing 
at-grade crossing with an underpass on 
Valley View Avenue and the BNSF main-
line corridor. The cost of the $65 million 
project is being covered by state and 
federal funds.

 The grade separation project is a joint 
effort of the cities of La Mirada, Santa 
Fe Springs, Caltrans Division of Rail, and 
BNSF Railway.  The Valley View grade 
separation is also part of a $163 million, 
15-mile track expansion, known as the Triple Track Project, which 
lays an additional third track next to two existing lines. 

 Valley View Avenue is a major regional arterial route carrying 
40,000 vehicles daily. Traffic flow is anticipated to be greatly en-
hanced as a result of the grade separation. 

   Completion of the project will enhance the 
local transportation system and air quality, 
and result in safer and more efficient flow 
of regional rail traffic.  The grade separation 
will also result in fewer train horns at the 
crossing. 
 
   “We are looking forward to the economic 
benefits, safety improvements and traffic re-
lief the Valley View Avenue grade separation 
project will bring to La Mirada and the sur-
rounding communities,” said Public Works 
Director Steve Forster. 

 Construction will begin this summer with an anticipated comple-
tion by fall 2014. 

 For more information visit www.vvgs.org. 

 La Mirada’s new City Budget includes an aggressive capital 
improvement plan totaling more than $20-million in infrastructure 
repairs, an amount which is significantly higher than prior years. The 
City is using its remaining capital project reserves to complete work 
while construction prices remain favorable. 

 A number of neighborhood street improvement projects are slated 
for the new year, which began July 1. Funding for $4,495,966 in street 
repair work is budgeted for streets rated as being in the greatest need, 
according to an engineer’s report.  The work will include street resur-
facing, curb, gutter, and sidewalk repairs, and storm drain improve-
ments to neighborhood streets located throughout La Mirada.  

 An additional $2,727,415 is budgeted for the final phase of the 
Foster Park Neighborhood Improvements project.  This project was to 
have been paid for with redevelopment bond proceeds, which have 
been frozen due to State actions.   

 Major sidewalk improvements are also planned for Santa Gertrudes 
Avenue from Lemon Drive to Rosecrans Avenue. Work includes remov-
al of all existing sidewalk, replacement of damaged curb and gutter, 
new curb access ramps, street tree removal, and the installation of 
meandering sidewalk. New landscaping will include shrub plantings, 
street trees, and automatic irrigation. 

 Nearly $1-million in traffic signal improvements are planned for 
the intersections of Artesia Boulevard/Industry Circle, Telegraph Road/
Imperial Highway, and Valley View Avenue/Adoree Street.   

   Street improvement projects being 
completed in advance of the I-5 
Freeway widening will receive 
$2.5-million in Measure R Transit 
funds.  

 A recent engineering review 
of La Mirada’s infrastructure has 
identified more than $67 million 
in infrastructure needs for streets, 
sewers, storm drains, traffic signals, 
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, bridges, 
and access ramps.  Another $127 mil-
lion is needed for other items impacting 
the community environment including under-
grounding utilities, replacing block walls along major 
streets, and street light maintenance and improvements.  

 Funding for La Mirada’s remaining infrastructure needs identified 
in the engineer’s assessment is not currently available. Much of the 
infrastructure improvements completed in recent years has been fund-
ed by non-General Fund revenues, including Redevelopment Agency 
funds, State and County funds and one-time Federal Stimulus funds. 
These sources have been severely diminished or eliminated completely 
as State and Federal governments have reduced their support of local 
government. Additional locally controlled revenues are needed in        
La Mirada to complete these infrastructure projects. 
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La Mirada welcomes the following new businesses:

HSA Packaging Systems
14310 Gannet Street

Global Agri-Trade Corp
16333 Pheobe Avenue 

Total Transportation &
Distribution Inc.
14041 Rosecrans Avenue

Yogi's Doggie Spaw
15818 Imperial Highway

CNS Automation
14251 Firestone Boulevard

Integrity Wealth Management 
& Insurance
14241 Firestone Boulevard #400

Eye on Stone
14626 Firestone Boulevard

Wokstar
12828 La Mirada Boulevard

The Orchards Housing 
Development Underway

 Preparations for the develop-
ment of 41 single family homes 
located at Alondra Boulevard and 
Dalmatian Avenue are underway.  
Environmental cleanup of the 
property is scheduled to begin this 
summer.  
 The Orchards development  will 
include homes ranging in size 
from 1,365 to 2,018 square feet 
with six homes being made avail-
able to low-moderate income 
homebuyers.  Entitlements as well 
as the complete environmental 
assessment will be considered in 
August.  
 For more information, call  
(562) 943-0131.

 La Mirada’s second 7-Eleven 
store opened at La Mirada Bou-
levard and Leffingwell Road.  The 
first location opened at 15006 
Alondra Boulevard earlier this year.

Based in Dallas, Texas, 
7-Eleven operates, franchises 
or licenses more than 8,800 
7-Eleven convenience stores in 
North America. Globally, there are 
approximately 42,700 stores in 16 
countries. 

New 7-Eleven Opens

La Mirada Receives Planning Award
 
 

 
 
 The City of La Mirada was recognized by the Southern California Association of Govern-
ments (SCAG) for its Imperial Corridor Specific Economic and Land Use Plan.  The award of 
excellence for Visionary Planning for Livability was presented at the 6th annual Compass 
Blueprint Recognition Awards during SCAG’s Regional Conference.
 
 Imperial Highway is the most heavily traveled street in La Mirada, and is driven by nearly 
40,000 motorists daily. Nine of the City’s shopping centers are also located on Imperial 
Highway.

 Adopted by the City Council in October 2011, the Specific Plan sets site plan guidelines, 
building design standards, and land use sustainability measures for future developments 
along the Imperial Corridor. The Specific Plan includes input from residents, business repre-
sentatives, and other stakeholders who were involved in the planning process. 

 “The Imperial Corridor Specific Plan is an important tool for achieving future economic 
growth while enhancing the safety and appearance of Imperial Highway in La Mirada,” says 
Mayor Pro Tem Steve De Ruse who accepted the award on behalf of the City. “We are looking 
forward to seeing positive results from this planning effort.”

 The Crossroads Shopping Center located on Imperial Highway and La Mirada Boulevard is 
already incorporating the new building design guidelines set forth in the Specific Plan into 
its proposed improvements. 

Shop! See! Splash! Encourages
Residents to Shop La Mirada First

 The Shop! See! Splash! program encourages La Mirada residents to shop locally.  Overall, some 
$1,223,166 local sales have been attributed to the program since 2009.  Shoppers receive $5 in 
vouchers for Splash! passes, Theatre tickets, or recreation classes for every $300 in receipts from 
La Mirada businesses.  

 This summer's program is being extended to the end of the year. Shoppers who make pur-
chases in La Mirada between June 1 and December 31, 2012 can redeem up to $2,400 in receipts 
for a maximum of $40 in vouchers. The campaign will continue through December 31, with the 
last day to redeem receipts on January 20, 2013.


